Perioperative care of the oncology patient.
Cancer patients are often at high risk for perioperative complications because of preexisting conditions, the magnitude of surgery, and the use of aggressive multimodality treatment. It is essential to identify risk factors preoperatively, correct any deficits, and monitor organ dysfunction. During the perioperative period prophylaxis and surveillance for cardiopulmonary, hematologic, and septic complications should minimize morbidity and mortality. Finally, nutritional support should be given to malnourished patients undergoing extensive operative procedures.